
 
 
 
 

5121 Engineering V 
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1600 

310.267.4450 
Fax: 310.794.5956 

 
March 7, 2019 
 
RE: Proposal to Change Bioengineering Program Requirements 
 
Dear Committee Members:  
 
We greatly appreciate your willingness to consider a change to the bioengineering graduate 
program requirements to be applied to our MS and PhD programs. The impetus for the changes 
to our program requirements come from the 8 year review process for our department. 
Specifically, the 8 year review committee identified a deficiency with regards to the variability in 
testing and courses across the fields in our graduate program that we aimed to address with the 
updated bioengineering graduate program requirements. Students in our program in one field 
would have a completely different experience and level of difficulty concerning testing and 
coursework than in other fields, and it was perceived this led to significant variability amongst 
students in their requirements for degree.  
 
Tasked with addressing this deficiency, we spent approximately two years discussing with 
faculty and students to come up with updated bioengineering program requirements that would 
satisfy faculty and students in all of the fields. In our new requirements all fields (except MII*) 
have two sets of courses from which to select courses (3 core courses and 6 elective courses). 
The faculty mentor for a student can work closely with the student to identify the best course 
selection. Our new coursework requirements were possible because we no longer tie 
examinations to specific courses but instead to three circles of knowledge. The simplified 
approach we arrived at also addresses challenges with insufficient course offerings from previous 
core courses when faculty are on sabbatical, and with the recent loss of one of our faculty 
members who taught several of our previous core courses. 
 
*Please note that the MII field is not included in the uniformized program requirements because 
we understand that the MII field will be moving out of the bioengineering department into the 
GPB program shortly. 
 
Amongst voting faculty (which includes core and joint faculty according to our bylaws) the new 
course requirements were unanimously approved, with vote results of 21 Yes, 0 No, 11 Non-
Respondents. 
 
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or would like additional information. We 
would be glad to meet with the committee at your convenience to discuss this request more fully. 
 
 
 
 
 



Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dino Di Carlo, Ph.D. 
Vice Chair of Graduate Studies 
Department of Bioengineering 


